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Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise 
indicated under this item. 



I I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 
— which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international af^lication (Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished to the 
receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as **originally filed" and are not annexed to 
this report): 



□ 



the international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 

pages 



as originally filed/furnished 



pages* 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 



the claims: 

nos. 

nos.* 

nos.* 



as originally filed/furnished 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



nos/ 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 



the drawings: 

sheets 

sheets* 

sheets* 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 
□ 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



I I This report has been established as if (some oQ the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, since 
* they have been conddered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

// item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Artide 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting sucli statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 

Claims 1-4 



Claims 1~4 
Claims 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Document 1: JP 6-178379 A (Sony Corp.)f 10 December 1994 



Claims 1 to 4 

Document 1 discloses a stereo sound reproduction 
device whereby the sounds emitted from highly directional 
speakers are reflected off of acoustic reflection panels 
that have been disposed to the rear of a viewer in order 
to achieve an effect identical to that of a system in 
which rear speakers have been disposed to the rear of the 
viewer, wherein speakers are disposed on the left side 
and the right side of the video display unit and highly 
directional speakers are disposed in the vicinity thereof 
so that it is possible to produce sound effects by means 
of the sounds from the speakers in question, 

A comparison of the invention set forth in claims 1 
tz 4 and the invention disclosed in document 1 showed 
that the inventions in question are substantially the 
same, with the exception of the fact that at least one 
characteristic selected from among the frequency/gain 
characteristic, the frequency/phase characteristic and 
the gain characteristic of the acoustic signals that are 
input into the directional speakers is corrected in order 
to attain desired acoustic characteristics at the viewing 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Artide 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appiicabitity; 

citations and explanations supporting sucli statement 



position in the invention that is set forth in claims 1 
to 4, whereas document 1 does not indicate whether or not 
similar corrections are carried out in the invention that 
is disclosed therein. 

However, when configuring a stereo sound 
reproduction device it would have been easy for a person 
skilled in the art to configure so that the 
characteristics of the audio signals that are input into 
the directional speakers are corrected in order to attain 
desired acoustic characteristics at the viewing position, 
as appropriate. 

Such being the case, the invention that is set 
forth in claims 1 to 4 of the present application could 
easily have been invented by a person skilled in the art 
in the light of the invention that is disclosed in 
document 1 . 
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